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March 30, 2012
Dear Dr. Friends:

We will be hosting our 2nd Annual “AUTISM OUTDOORS” event scheduled on Saturday, June 23, at Allegheny Commons – Lake Elizabeth, on Pittsburgh’s north side.  We are planning a FREE exploration of fun things to do outside for families and individuals with autism. More than 400 attendees came last year and we are expecting even a large attendance since the day was so successful.  The day will be filled with introductory kayaking, a climbing wall, yoga, and many other activities and events for individuals and families to participate in.  
We have a huge mission and a limited budget.  Recently we have embarked on an initiative to help our community do its best to include those with autism and related disorders.  We have trained staff and leaders from other organizations, such as Venture Outdoors, Big Brothers, Big Sisters, Center for the Arts, and Boy Scout Venturing Programs Then we co-host autism-related events with them, encouraging independent follow-up, and weave our population into the fabric of society in positive and lasting ways. 

We are asking you to help support this special event with a sponsorship which will help local families and individuals who struggle with autism enjoy a day in the community. 

Please support “AUTISM OUTDOORS!” Sponsors will receive recognition through print, other media and signage.  With your help; ABOARD’s Autism Connection of PA can continue to improve the lives of children and adults with autism. Your contribution provides the needed financial and moral support as we work hard to deal with one of the most mysterious and complicated health issues of our times.  

Sincerely,

Rebecca Williams-Thomas

Special Events and Communications
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
When and where will the event be held?

The 2nd Annual “AUTISM OUTDOORS” will be held on Saturday, February 18, 2012 from 10:00 a.m-1:00 pm at Allegheny Commons – Lake Elizabeth, Northside, PA.

How many people are expected to attend?

We are estimating 400+ guests will be in attendance.

Will local media be in attendance?

Press releases are sent to as well as various other media outlets.

What is the mission of ABOARD?

ABOARD provides a lifeline to support families and individuals affected by autism.  We give hope and information to families and professionals by connecting them with each other, and to the resources that enable them to navigate their unique challenges.

How many people utilize ABOARD’s services yearly, and in what geographic areas?

ABOARD reaches many thousands of people every year, from throughout the Pittsburgh area, as well as in outlying counties/regions across the Commonwealth.  We survey our constituents and we have over 94% "highly satisfied" ratings for:  telephone counseling, referrals, conferences and online resources.

What advertising benefits does my company receive as a corporate sponsor?

All sponsors are recognized by name at the event. Moreover, we are able to include sponsor recognition before and after our event via weekly e-blasts.  ABOARD e-blasts are weekly e-mails sent to 8,000 readers.  

What is the deadline for sponsorship commitment?

In order to plan accordingly, we are asking for sponsorship commitments by May 1, 2012.  However, commitments received prior to that date will receive extra recognition via our ABOARD e-blasts.  Basically, the sooner we confirm your sponsorship, the more often our 8,000 readers will see your company name!

What is ABOARD’s Tax ID Number?

25-1760214
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Sponsorship Application
· $5,000 – Forest Sponsor

· $3,500 – Grove Sponsor

· $2,500 – Tree Sponsor

· $1,000 – Sapling Sponsor

· $500    – Seed Sponsor
Name of Company (As you would like to appear on Print Media)

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Person 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone/Fax ______________________________________________/_____________________________________________

· Check enclosed (made payable to ABOARD)

· Credit card:      [   ]   MasterCard     [   ]  VISA

Name on Card    ____________________________________________________________________________


Card Number ____ ____ ____ ____--____ ____ ____ ____--____ ____ ____ ____--____ ____ ___ ___


Expiration Date: ____________/_____________      3-Digit Security Code ____________________
Return this form to:

Rebecca Williams-Thomas





ABOARD’s Autism Connection of PA




35 Wilson Street, Suite 100





Pittsburgh, PA  15223





Phone:  412-781-4116/Fax:  412-781-4122





E-mail:  events@autismofpa.org
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The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania certifies that the Advisory Board On Autism and Related Disorders is registered as a charitable organization with the Department of State's Bureau of Charitable Organizations under the Solicitation of Funds for Charitable Purposes Acts, 10 P.S. Section 161.2 et seq., and is authorized to solicit charitable contributions under the conditions and limitations set forth under the Act.








