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Welcome to the not-so foreign world of AAC
(Augmentative and Alternative Communication)

When autism compromises a child’s ability
to speak or leaves them completely non-verbal,
families and teachers may turn to the world of
augmentative and alternative communication
(AAC) for solutions. Little if anything about
AAC is truly foreign. A collective term for the
options available for those who struggle with
speech (or its absence) and their communica-
tion partners, AAC is about promoting mean-
ingful human interaction.

Universally associated with electronic
speech communication devices and less sophis-
ticated technologies such as manual communi-
cation boards and picture symbol books, AAC
also encompasses forms of self-expression that
we all use naturally — facial expressions, body
language and written notes, for instance. Rarely
do AAC modalities work in isolation. Success-
ful communication is usually dependent on the
interplay of communication partners and multi-
ple modalities that may include speech.

Communication tends to be an over-
whelming experience for many children with
autism, so the process of integrating AAC into
their lives is best approached gradually, sensi-
tively and with openness to the communication
modalities most comfortable for the child in the
present moment. Modalities used to convey the
desire for a soft drink, for example, may range
from a verbal approximation (“l...pop”) to a
visual approximation (pointing at billboards
advertising drinks while riding in the car) to
leading an older sibling to the kitchen. Through
repetitive modeling, the child may add a speech
-output device to the mix, first to say “Pop,
please” with prompting and the press of a single
button and eventually delivering the fuller mes-
sage, “Can | have some pop?” by selecting a
sequence of buttons independently.

The importance of regarding each modality
as the child’s voice rings true for the families
and teachers of children attending The Sheila
and Milton Fine Classrooms for Students with
Autism at The Day School at the Children’s
Institute of Pittsburgh involved in a research
partnership between The Institute and Dyna-
Vox Technologies, a leading developer of AAC
solutions. A transformation of communication
skills is occurring as the students learn to ex-
press themselves using the DynaVox V, a port-
able speech communication device whose dy-
namic display changes according to their selec-
tion of digital images to convey messages. By
using it, some students are becoming more
verbal while others are increasing their inde-
pendence and spontaneity. For others, the
technology enhances and simplifies previously
learned ways of communicating such as pointing
to pictures on kitchen cupboards showing
items inside. Together, pictures, device and
speech are building blocks to progress.

One snare to avoid while teaching new
communication modalities is eliminating the
ability to use established ones, writes Marge
Blanc, M.A., CCC-SLP, a speech-language pa-
thologist and founder of Madison, Wisconsin’s
Communication Development Center for chil-
dren with autism spectrum diagnoses, in the
May-June 2008 edition of Asperger’s Digest.
She also notes the capacity of children with
autism spectrum disorders to bring new sup-
ports and challenges to each moment of the
learning process.

Such support and resilience may be the
keys to success.

By Linnea McAfoose, M.A., CCC-SLP
Clinical and Product Manager
DynaVox Technologies
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Chairman’s Message

It has been an exciting quarter in the autism world. On
Wednesday, July 9", Governor Rendell will sign into law one of
the most comprehensive autism insurance bills in the entire coun-
try. Pennsylvania will mandate coverage by private insurers for
autism services up to $36,000 a year until age 21, beginning in
2009. The insurers must use the same standard of medically ne-

cessity that the Commonwealth uses in its medicaid coverage.

This bill is the result of a lot of hard work by many people.
Speaker of the House Dennis O’Brien, Secretary Estelle Rich-
mond and Governor Rendell have all pushed hard for this bill. The
Bureau of Autism Services, a creation of the Rendell administra-
tion under Speaker O’Brien and Secretary Richmond, also worked
hard. Speaker O’Brien has championed the cause of autism for
years. But this is really the result of the hard work of us, the par-
ents of our children on the spectrum. The Autism Task Force
Report was developed by the hard work of parents throughout
the Commonwealth. The many organizations which supported
Speaker O’Brien in his efforts are made up of parents. Many of
these organizations worked tirelessly in the days leading up to the
bills passage, emailing us updates and calls to action. It was not
just the politicians but we, the parents, who made it happen. And
while everyone should be sure to thank their house members for
supporting HBI 150, please don’t forget to thank yourselves! You
are the experts who take care of your children and know what is
needed and what is best for them.

Summer 2008

In spite of this success, there is a troubling side. Once again,
there is the divide among different organizations about who did
what; who was “right” and who was “wrong”. There is quickness
in our autism world to judge motivations and attack individuals. |
am NOT singling out any one person or organization! There are
many involved. ABOARD may even be perceived as being wrong
by some on the issues. Knowing as many of you personally as | do,
| know that not one of you is mean spirited or wants anything but
the best for their child and everyone else’s. The autism community
in Pennsylvania is at an important crossroads: We have a govern-
ment based bureau, we have a great insurance law, and we have
political support. But we must find a way to walk down a common
path to support the needs of our children and families. We all ex-
pend a lot of time and energy daily taking care of our children and
the rest of our family. We shouldn’t fight unnecessarily amongst
ourselves. It is destructive. We showed that the autism commu-
nity, with all its diversity, can come together as a coalition quickly

when needed. Let’s keep that spirit alive.

If you want to read the bill, here is a link:
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?
txtType=HTM&sessYr=2007&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B
&bilINbr=1150&pn=4133

| hope the rest of your summer is safe and fun.

- Elliot Frank, Chairperson

PEDIATRIC THERAPY SPECTALISTS, INC.

100 High Tower Blvd Suite 201
Robinson Twp., PA 15205

110 VIP Drive
Wexford, PA 15090

412-787-1180

Sensory Integration
Therapeutic Feeding
Therapeutic Listening
Neurodevelopmental Treatment

Occupational, Physical, & Speech Therapy

Pedlatric Therapy Specialists, Inc. provides consultative occupational therapy service to
ABOARD for the purpose of securing and maintaining AOTA CEU credits.
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Professional Advisory Council What is the
John Carosso Psy.D. Marilyn Hoyson Ph.D. Joseph McAllister Ph.D. Professional
Clinical Director Chief Operating Officer Director of Psychological Services Adviso ry
Community Psychiatric Centers The Watson Institute The Watson Institute
Licensed Psychologist Council (PAC)?
Cynthia Johnson, Ph. D. David Miles
LaVerne Cichon Director of Autism Center President & Chief Operating Officer
3,
CEO Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh The Children's Institute ABOARD?’s
Value Behavioral Health PA, Inc. Professional
Louise Kaczmarek Ph.D. Nancy Minshew M.D.
Paula Ciliberti Associate Professor Professor of Psychiatry & Neurology AdVISOIy

Resource Coordinator for
Child Development Unit
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh

Scott Faber, MD, FAAP
Neurodevelopmental and
Developmental Behavioral Pediatrician
The Children's Institute

Arthur D. Feldman, Esquire

Attorney (Private Practice)

Deborah Ferraro
Executive Director
PLEA

Heather-Dawn Filipiak
Director Wesley Spectrum Services
Wesley Spectrum Services Family

and Child Developmental Center

Marcia Goble
Co-Director

Pediatric Therapy Specialists

Benjamin Handen, Ph.d, BCBA
Research Director

Merck Program

Kathleen Helfrich-Miller Ph.D
Owner/Director

Rehabilitation Specialists

University of Pittsburgh

School of Education

Rebecca Klaw
Autism Consultant & Trainer

Autism Services By Klaw

Susan E. Levy M.D.

Developmental Pediatrician

Director, Regional Autism Center

The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia

John Lovelace
Chief Program Officer
VP UPMC Health Plan

Community Care Behavioral Health Plan

Robert A. Lowenstein M.D.
Medical Director/Board Certified
Child, Adolescent, & Adult Psychiatrist

Community Psychiatric Centers

Martin Lubetsky M.D.
Chief Child/Adolescent
Psychiatric Services

Western Psychiatric Institute & Clinic

Karen Markle
VP of Corporate Autism Services

Northwestern Human Services

NIH Collaborative Program of

Excellence in Autism-University of Pittsburgh

Rick Murray
Chief Operating Officer

Family Behavioral Resources

Karleen K. Preator, Ph.D.
Psychologist
Service Coordinator, Early Behavioral Health

Head Start Program

Jeanette C. Ramer, M.D.
Professor
Penn State Children's Hospital

Department of Pediatrics

Gary Swanson, M.D.
Medical Director

Division of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry

Diane Williams, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Center for Excellence in Autism Research at

University of Pittsburgh

Patricia Valentine
Deputy Director for BHS

Allegheny County
Department of Human Services

Council is
comprised of a
group of
professional
individuals
that work in
the autism
community.
This Council
helps promote
resources,
information
and latest
technology/
trends to help
those with
autism while
providing
guidance and
support to
ABOARD.
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A Special Thanks te eur Recent Deonersy

Friends of ABOARD:
Andrew K. Bechman

(Susan Smeragliuolo
Daniel Smeragliuolo)
Jonathan and Renee Cowell
Richard Fabac

Marleah Herman-Umpleby

In Honor of Pamela Longmire
Deb Dorsey and Family
William and Pauline Hosking
Matching Gifts:
Dorothy Brailer/PNC Foundation
Katherine Fulton/Citizens

Teresa Jamison
Leslie Marshall
Maureen R. O’Brien

Robert L. Sadowski Financial Group

Frank and Adina Schiffman
Cynthia Smith Grants:

Funding for General Operating
In Honor: Expenses was provided by the

In Honor of Jean Bushnick
Janice Nathan The Pittsburgh Foundation.
Sam Bushnick

Myron Bushnick Special Thank You:

Brothers of the Kappa Delta Rho
Fraternity, lota Alpha Chapter, at

In Honor of Tom Gray & Anne
McGinnis’ Engagement the University of Pittsburgh in
Leslie Marshall
to benefit ABOARD at Richland

High School, Richland, PA

Susan O. Smeragliuolo
Charitable Fund

Geraldine Kennedy Cooper Fund of

Johnstown for holding an autism walk

Gil’s Cafe

Hatz’ Solar Eclipse

LA Fitness

Pittsburgh Pirates

Pittsburgh Steelers
Signature Desserts

Del and Jennifer Suppo

for their ongoing support selling
Autism awareness ducks to
benefit ABOARD.

Autism Speaks, Autism Help
Network, Family Behavioral South Park Tanning
Sunset Golf

Tastefully Simple

Resources and FBR Bridges
to Hope for sponsoring the free
family swim night. Union Finley
Woody’s Dog Bath
Donte’s Pizzeria Yellow Book
for sponsoring a fundraiser to
benefit ABOARD and to the

local companies that supported d

Garland Insurance Agency
and Morgan’s Restaurant for
Donte’s Pizzeria efforts: tips and donations collected from
Guest Bartending Rich Garland
Amel’s Restaurant and Diane Berkebilc.
Clearview Federal
Credit Union

Curves

Thank you on behalf of our
Broad of Directors and the
Dorido’s tens of thousand with autism
Eagle Mortgage who utilize our free services!

Eat’n Park

"

Pitt Early Autism Study
_Objective?

e

»  Our primary goal is to understand the earliest
indicators of Autism Spectrum Disorder and

Bhbi

T

uncover diagnostic signs that emerge within the
first years of life.
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W ho we are Including?
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# Infants who have an older sibling w1th ASD

»  Toddlers with ASD who are not yvet speaking in
complete sentences.

»  Families should be local or willing to travel to

Plttsburgh for testlng i

T

P

BAREEA LRSI RS

TP P

TYTTTIITY

b

FERbE bR b bR

What is Im olved?

TreeraserasETisey rrrrerTItesr

#ETTEETIIYTISE e RS TerTIEETIEETALETTerT A T

#  Children will visit the University of Pittsburgh
several times and will be recorded as they watch
pichures and movies (e.g. Mr. Roger’s
Neighborhood).

#  Assessments for Autism will be given atno
cost. Compensation for completed studies.

dhbR bR

ooLary

T

Contact Information: www.pitt.edu/~infants

autismrecruiter@upmec. edu or (412) 246-35485

University of Pittsburgh

INFANT SIBLING STUDY

" WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY?
, To study vocal and motor development in infants who have an older sibling with
autism.

* WHO WILL BE INCLUDED?

English-speaking families with an infant younger than 5 months and an older child
, already diagnosed with autism. Infants must have been born at term and without
complications.

WHERE AND WHEN DOES THE ACTUAL TESTING TAKE PLACE?

} Al observations will take place in the family's home at a time convenient for the
family. At 36 months, children and families will come to the University of Pittsburgh
“ for a diagnostic evaluation.

WHAT IS INVOLVED?
In-home observations will occur once a month from the time the infant is 5 months
old until s/he is 14 months old, with follow-up visits when s/he is 18, 24, and 36
months old. This is 2 total of 13 home visits, each expected to last approximately one
hour. During these visits, we will videotape infants and caregivers as they engage in
everyday household activities and play together. We will also ask caregivers to
answer questions about their baby's development and to complete some
questionnaires, Berween visits, we will ask caregivers to keep track of early motor
milestones in a baby book provided by us, and to make audiotapes of their infant’s
vocalizations using a tape recorder provided by Us.

University of Pittsburgh
210 5. Bouquet Street
3415 Sennott Square
Pitesburgh, PA 15260

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?

There may not be any direct benefits to participating families. The general benefit of
participating in this research is to contribute to scientific knowledge that may improve
our ability to identify early indicators of childhood autism.

WHAT ARE THE RISKS?
There are no known risks associated with participation in this study.

WHAT IS THE COMPENSATION?

Participating infants will receive a small gift at the end of each session. At the end of
the study, families will receive their baby book, 2 compilation videotape of their infant
with clips from each of the observation sessions, and $250.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dr. Jana iverson, 412-624-6160
Lindsay Nickel, 412-624-4517
ICL@pittedu

USEFUL LINKS:

weww.pittedu/~ict

This research is supported by a grant from the National Institutes of Health.
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PRESSLEY RIDGE AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES PROGRAM
" A S

e~

Children receive intense educational and
therapeutic services while improving their
behavioral, social, communication and life skills.

* Day School for Autism
% Therapeutic Social Groups

% Behavioral Health Rehabilitation Services
% Extended School Year Summer Programs

For more information, call 1-888-777-0820

or visit www.pressleyridge.org.

Pressley I%ige

Serving Children and Families Since 1832

Autism Answers @ Your Fingertips

| What should | do if | think something g is wrong?

www.aboard.org/answers
Available 24 hours a day, ABOARD’s Autism Answers empow-
ers you with the peace of mind you need and deserve.

Get the answers to your important questions and concerns
about autism by having a conversation with a peer that truly
understands your situation and has walked hundreds of miles in

your shoes.

Experience the connection. Experience the support.
Experience ABOARD. We Know!

Nathan Speech Services

Janice Nathan, M.S., CCC-SLP
Licensed Speech-Language Pathologist

nsS®
Specialist

Rdvocacy

Specializing in Individual and
Social Group Therapy for e
Children Ages 3-14 HD o't

412-363-8388 nathanspeechaol.com

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

WESLEY SPECTRUM FAMILY AND CHILD
DEVELOPMENT CENTER

Specializing in the Treatment of Children with Autism_and Other
Development Disabilities

NORTH SOUTH EAST

THERAPEUTIC AND ACADEMIC K-3 SCHOOL: Registration
is NOW being accepted for the 2007-2008 school year.

ACADEMIC PRESCHOOL an academic and therapeutic program
for children with autism, and their typical peers.

BHRS IN-HOME SERVICES (WRAPAROUND) wsing Applied
Behavioral Analysis {Verbal Behavior) and Relational Therapy for
treatment.

ON SITE THERAPEUTIC GROUPS (WONDER KIDS CLURB)
focused on social skills and communication acquisition and practice.

MUSIC THERAPY Groups, private classes and private piano
instruction for children with special needs.

| WESLEY Contact Fayme Reinhart
\/\\ﬁ SPECTRUM 724-443-8900 for more
l ,\) I SERVICES information.

Visit www.wesleyspectrun.org

Strength to learn, to live, to love for career opportunities.
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The Scott E. Folmer Awards

In May 1972, The PARC Consent
Decree mandated the Common-
wealth, the Pennsylvania Department
of Education, and PA Department of
Public Welfare identify, evaluate, and
educate all students, and establish
due process procedures for students
with disabilities. It also provided for
the establishment of a state task
force and 29 local task forces (one in
each intermediate unit) whose pri-
mary purpose is to insure that the
intent and spirit of the Right to Edu-
cation Consent Agreement is carried
out throughout the Commonwealth.
This was the beginnings of special edu-
cation for the country!

The Local Task Force on the
Right to Education of Allegheny
County (LTF #3) serves as a re-
source for children with all disabili-
ties and their families in the forty-
two school districts in Allegheny
County. The LTP’s role is to commu-
nicate needs and problems to the
appropriate sources. On May 7,
2008, The LTF #3, the AlU and Car-
lynton School District sponsored
The Scott E. Folmer Awards Cere-
mony.

Scott Folmer was a man who
wore many different hats. The one
he wore last and was most well
known for was that of a proud
grandfather. It was this hat that made
him join the fight against autism.
When his first grandchild was diag-
nosed with autism, he wept more
than anyone in the family. However,
within days of the diagnosis the battle
began. Scott turned everywhere he
could to become educated on this
devastating epidemic. He joined com-
mittees, went to meetings, attended
lectures and read anything he could
about autism. Through all the differ-

ent outreach programs he encoun-
tered and the people involved, he
found hope. Often, Scott would be
heard saying, “I have no doubt that
Caithlin is going to beat autism and
live a great life.” He was right; Caith-
lin is a successful fourth grader who
enjoys swimming, tae kwon do, fash-
ion, games and movies.

\/

Scott died tragically in May of 2004
on his way home from work. This
was a true family man who loved
children. He worked everyday of his
life out of love for his family and
those around him. Although he is
gone, his dedication to the fight
against autism continues through his
family and everyone he touched in
his life. His wife, Cindy said, “ | don't
know where Caithlin would be to-
day, if there had been no ABOARD,
or task force to point the right direc-

Here’s how to find
your
Local Task Force:

http://
parent.pattan.net/

StateTaskForce/
ChairsCo-Chairs.aspx

Summer 2008

tion for us. Caithlin is doing well,
giving us new issues, which | hope
we will still find the right way. Some-
one, and | don't remember who
once told me autism is like an onion,
you peel away the layers, only to
find new ones.”

The Scott E. Folmer Awards are
given to a student who through a
single act of courage or continued
friendship has helped another stu-
dents be an active and accepted
member of the community.

lan Kinser was the winner
and Katie Kane won Honor-
able Mention.

An awards is given to a school
that has developed an exemplary
practice to support the education of
children receiving special education.

Penn Hills School District,
Forbes Elementary won be-
cause of their successful In-
clusive Education Week.
South Park School District
won Honorable Mention be-
cause of their successful Par-
ent Mentoring Program.

An award is given to a profes-
sional who fosters and supports the
education of students by establishing
high expectations and recognizing
that all students can learn.

Heidi Kohne, North Hills
School District, Junior High
won and Christine Botti,
Hampton Township SD,
High school won Honorable
Mention.

Congratulations
to the winners!
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For Autism Families of the
Mid-West Floods

The Autism Help Network, Inc. and ABOARD have teamed up
together in this effort to help raise $100,000 for Autism Families
devastated by the Mid-West Flooding.

Our efforts are being used to purchase much needed supplies
for children with autism such as:

Biomedical Supplements
GFCF Foods

Therapy Tools

Support Equipment

We Are Asking for Your Help in This Effort!

Visit:

www.autismhelpforyou.org

To Make Your Online Donation
Or Mail to:
AHN - 4714 Valleyfield Drive, Allison Park, PA 15101

Ne All donations are tax
& deductible
o
i,

The Autism Help Network, Inc. is a
licensed 501 C 3 non-profit organization

ABOARD
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ABOARD’S 2008/2009 Organization/Corporate Partnerships

Partnership with ABOARD is mutually beneficial. It supports our work in meeting the needs of Pennsylvanian families chal-
lenged with autism spectrum disorders. It also keeps your organization “front and center” in the minds of those very fami-
lies. We will do this by acknowledging your membership in our quarterly newsletter as well as on our website, which is
being re-designed. Also your organization will receive a discounted rate to exhibit at our conferences along with a 20%
discounted registration fee when sending 5 or more of your employees to attend our conferences and workshops. Any

organization interested in being an ABOARD partner, please complete the form below.

Thank you for your support.

The Alliance for Infants & Toddlers

Alliance Health Wraparound

Arc of Mercer County

Autism Speaks

The Children’s Institute of Pittsburgh

Clearfield-Jefferson MH/MR Program

Comprehensive Children and Family
Services

Diversified Human Services, Inc.

Dr. Gertrude A. Barber National
Institute

Dynavox

Emmaus Community of Pittsburgh

Fayette County MH/MR Program

The Integrated Care Corporation

Lark Enterprises

Ligonier Valley Learning Center
Mercy Behavioral Health
Milestones Community Healthcare, Inc.
PA Cyber School
Pediatric Therapy Professionals, Inc.
Rehabilitation Specialists, Inc.
Ron Dunn Agency
Shamrock Solutions Inc.
Southwestern Human Services
The Stern Center for Developmental
& Behavioral Health
Step by Step, Inc.
The Watson Institute
Westmoreland County MH/MR Program
‘WJS Psychological Associates, Inc.

2008/2009 ABOARD Membership Form

Organization/Corporate membership offering for the remainder of 2008 and all of 2009:  $250

Organization

Contact Name

Address

Phone # Fax #

Mail form with your check or credit card info. to: ABOARD

E-mail

35 Wilson St., Suite 100, Pittsburgh, PA 15223

Credit Card (VISA, Master Card)

Card #

Name as it Appears on Card

Statement Billing Address

Expiration Date

Authorized Signature
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Autism Awareness Day at PNC Park

Join the Pittsburgh Pirates, Autism Speaks, and Athletes Against Autism as we host a special
day to raise awareness and recognize those affected by Autism within the region. Family and

friends are encouraged to join us at this special event, which will be part of a large awareness
effort to support their organizational objectives.

Sunday, July 27, 2008 - 1:35 p.m.
Pittsburgh Pirates vs. San Diego Padres
All children 12 and under receive Build-a-Bear Cheese Chester
Following the game - Kids Run The Bases

Pirates Cove - $16.00 (Includes $5.00 food credit)
L/R Grandstand - $8.00 (Gate price 9.00)

e Show your autism community pride and bring the gang to the game!

e Groups of 20 or more will be seated together and receive recognition with '
the group name on the Color LED board during the game. ABOARD

e Questions and ticket orders should be directed to Chaz Kellem in-order to receive special offer.

Autism Awareness Day Order Form Please mail to:
Name: Chaz Kellem
Otsaniation Autism Awareness Day
& Pittsburgh Pirates
Address: 115 Federal Street
City: State: Zip: Pittsburgh, PA 15212
Phone: Email: Phone - 412.325.4488 Fax - 412.325.4410

Email - Chaz.kellem@pirates.com
Please send me: @p

Pirates Cove @ $16.00 per ticket =
_ L/RGrandstand @ $8.00 per ticket g Grand Total =
Shipping/Processing $3.00 (per order)
Method of Payment: Visa MasterCard AMEX Discover

CC#: Exp: Check#: (Made Payable to: Pittsburgh Pirates)
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THANKYOU FROM ABOARD

On May 3 ABOARD participated in the 6" annual Walk for a Healthy Community
presented by Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield. We were one of 37 participating
health and human service agencies who serve Southwestern PA communities.
The walk took place at Heinz Field and although the weather didn’t cooperate,
the crowd was large and didn’t seem to mind getting wet!

ABOARD would like to thank everyone who helped to make the walk a success.
Over 200 people walked and helped to raise over $19,000 to support our family

AB OARD service program. We appreciate all of your help and support!

Thank you to all our teams and team leaders that signed up to support ABOARD:

Crane Sutter
Lee Swaz
Nathan Frank Dudash
Becca Boo (Suppo) Charlene Fulton
Pitt Autism Study Serina Burkhart
Angel Eyes (Erin Simpson) Benedek
Cadence Hasselbusch
Teens Chelsea Smith
CH/CR (Beth Rom) Simonetti
B-Team FBR
Hezekiah's Helpers (Caro) LEAP
Guthrie Creighton
Partners for Quality (Tammy O'Brien) Mozelewski
Team Luke (Cheryl Hartzel) Schrank
Jen Fulton Chelsea Smith

ABOARD was fortunate to receive an incentive prize donation of free salad coupons from McDonald's

Corporation for our walkers. Diane Catterall along with her sister, Donna Enzerra, was instrumental in
obtaining this generous donation. Thank you Diane and Donna for your ongoing support in making this
happen!

Our wonderful walk day volunteers were Heather Plassio and Heather Harbert from Northwestern
Human Services. Thank you for all your help to get our walks signed in!

Again, we thank you all for supporting ABOARD.
We could not continue to help families confronted with the challenges that autism
presents without your continued support!

THANKYOU FROM ABOARD
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Thank you to all our donors that helped support our walkers and teams!

Robert Aber
Tony Adams
Diane Adams
Laurel Adelman
Nancy Albinini
Albert Albinini
Barbara Albinini
Mom's Club of
Allison Park/Glenshaw
Lindsey Alton
Andrew Amoscato
Lynn Angelelli
Michael Angell
KSBA Architects
Jeanine Arrigo
Stephen Auth
Nancy Aversa
Diana Bajzek
Rita Baker
Joni Batchen
Karen Bauer
Mary Jo Beblo
Andreas Beck
Susan Berman
Judith Bernardini
Ronald Bernhardy
Gerald Biagini
Deborah Bickerstaff
Linda Biel
Carl Blackburn
Amy Brenninger
Lori Brockhoff
J. Brockhoff
Stephanie Brockhoff
Marchelle Brown
M. J. & Merry Brumbaugh
Curt Buchanan
Roger Burns
Marisa Casciato
John Cashman
Jennifer Cassidy
Christina Cassidy
Priscilla Castner
Karen Cenci
Geraldine Cerchiaro
Michelle Chapla
Sheila Chierice
Michael Chirigos
Diane Close
Barbara Coffey
Amy Cohn
Frank Coletta
Colgan Agency Inc.
Mimi Conner

Chemtech Consultants, Inc.

Sue Coppess
Bruce Corbett
Bruce Crane
Margaret Crane

Sara Crane

Kevin Crane

Mark Cristallini

Lynne Curtis

William Davis

Gail Davis

Katherine Davis-Flynn

John Dawson

Wayne & Regina Desbrow

Linda Dibasilio

William Dierker

Philip DiPaolo

Donna DiPaolo

Charles Dizard

Susan Doak

Tammy Dohn

Nancy Dolfi

Donald Domachowski

Deb Dorsey

Mark Drexler

Phensiri Dumrongpakapakorn

Dynavox Systems, LLC

Debra EARTIQUE

Chris Eastly

Joseph Edelstein

Il Rivers Exteriors &
Interiors, Ltd.

Michele Fallon

Harold Farber

Linda Fedorek

Audrey Fela

Janet Ferber

Loretta Ferguson

Heather Fiedler

Amy Forte

Elliot Frank

Stewart Frank

Sarah Frank

Mary Ann Gamble

David Gardner

Rhyse Gier

Anne Goad

Donna Gracey

Janet Grinder

Catherine Gross

Julie Grove

Tania Grubbs

John Guinther

H.C. Harrington

Co., Inc.

John Haller

Lisa Hampe

Ken Hanson

Mary Hartley

Stan Hasselbusch

Jeanne Hein

Matthew Helfrich

Nancy Henigan

Stefan Heuscume

Bethany Hicok

Casey Hifri

Jared Hoff
Jean Homer
Jeff Hudale

Roy Huffman
Clara Jaeckel
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ABOARD

Advisory Board on
Autism and Related
Disorders

35 Wilson Street
Suite 100
Pittsburgh, PA 15223

Toll Free: : 800-827-9385
Phone: 412-781-4116
Fax: 412-781-4122

Our Core Principles

ABOARD believes that
because there is consider-
able debate throughout the
autism community regarding
therapies, inclusion, autism
cause, vaccine impact, and
the potential effects of pro-
posed legislation, our policy
is to inform. We trust indi-
viduals to assimilate the
information and make the
best decision for their chil-

dren, clients and students!

We believe that families
are entitled to accurate and
timely information, require
emotional and practical
support from other families
grappling with comparable
challenges, and often need
advocacy assistance and
training to maximize avail-
ability and utilization of
treatment educational and
vocational possibilities re-

quired by law.
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Yes, | want to help ABOARD!

Name:

Address:

Email:

Phone (in case of questions):

Gift Amount & Payment Method
0 $50 [1$100 [1$250 [1$500 Other$

1 Check Enclosed

[] MasterCard #

[] Visa #

Expires Signature

our CalUSE
/ earns MONEY...
-
Combined Federal Campaign OO oedlClMcon
United Way of 3 Rivers
Allegheny County Combined Federal GOODSEARCH.COM
Contributor Choice Campaign Select
Agency Number Charity Code “ABOARD”
9817 31264

ABOARD is an IRS—Approved 501 (c)3 organization.

Your donation qualifies as a charitable deduction. ABOARD is registered with the
Pennsylvania Department of State Bureau of Charitable Organizations. To receive a copy
of the official registration and financial information, please call 800-732-0990 within
Pennsylvania or visit www.dos.state.pa.us.

Are you receiving ABOARD Alerts? If not, send us your email address!




